January 22, 2013

Faisal Ahmed, M.D.

Re: Larhonda Childs

Dear Dr. Ahmed:

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to evaluate your patient.

History: This is a 36-year-old African-American female with past medical history significant for history of myasthenia gravis. The patient had been treated by medication in the past and she was also put on immunomodulation in the form of Imuran. The patient had _____00:44_____ to treatment disease and she required ___________ and her surgery was complicated by phrenic nerve palsy and she was told that she had reduced lung function. The patient had been on steroids as well as pyridostigmine extended release. The patient is also receiving courses of IVIG at multiple times. The patient is complaining of weakness and fatigue, which is continuous and she is hardly able to take care of her 13-year-old son.

Past Surgical History: Vaginal hysterectomy, phrenic nerve damage as a complication of her neck surgery for her synovectomy.

Allergies: No known drug allergies.

Social History: Negative.

Review of Systems: Negative except that she is having a cough with some sinus drainage and the fact that she is feeling tired all the time.

Physical Examination: Vital Signs: Her blood pressure is 118/72. Head: Unremarkable. Neck: Unremarkable. Lungs: Clear. Extremities: She has no edema. The patient is overweight.

Assessment and Plan: Myasthenia gravis. I discussed with the patient the option of plasmapheresis, which appears to be well indicated here. The patient read about it and she is willing to undergo the procedure. Currently, the patient is undergoing treatment with IVIG and she would like to postpone the plasmapheresis after her birthday after 02/09/13. At that point, I will arrange for the patient to have a permacath place and we will give her five sessions of plasmapheresis every other day for total of duration of her treatment over 10 days following which we will arrange for the permacath to be removed and then we will assess her response in the near future. Future need for plasmapheresis is discussed with the patient and I am hopeful to see the stabilization after the first session.
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Thanks again for the kind request to participate in the management of your patient. I will communicate with you when she comes for her permacath placement.

Sincerely,

Ali K. Owda, M.D.

AKO/DM/SS

